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New Mexico Drug Court 
Standards

 DCAC and history of the Standards

 Purpose and process

 Overview and highlights

A Little History

 LFC Audit of Drug Courts in 2002
– Findings of some problematic inconsistencies

 2003 Supreme Court Order creating DCAC
– “provide ongoing review and revision of drug 

court standards”

 First version approved in January 2004
– Topic/outline format
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A Little History

 LFC Audit of Drug Courts in 2002
– Findings of some problematic inconsistencies

 2003 Supreme Court Order creating DCAC
– “provide ongoing review and revision of drug 

court standards”

 First version approved in January 2004

 Slight revisions in 2013
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Research and Adult DC Best 
Practice Standards, Vol. I & II
 Growing body of research led to NADCP 

Best Practices project in 2012

 Vol. I of Adult DC Best Practice Standards 
published in June 2013

 Vol. II in July 2015

 Totally research driven, with NPC Research 
a significant provider of the research cited

BJA Grant

 BJA Grant and four goals
– Best Practices self-assessment survey

– Revised NM Drug Court Standards

– Program certification process

– Peer Review / Statewide Learning Community

Overview

 Draft version with callouts to cite source

 Change in format
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NM Drug Court Standards

 DCAC Process
– Field comments

– Default approach to two sources

– Committee review and vote on any changes

 Pending Supreme Court approval

Overview (con’t)

 Draft version with callouts to cite source

 Change in format

 Preamble 
– 10 Key Components and applicability to all 

programs

– “Appeal” process

 Walkthrough of callouts to source document 
to research
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BJA Grant

 Best Practices Self-Assessment 

 Revised Drug Court Standards

 Program Certification Process

 Peer Review / Statewide Learning 
Community

Questions?


