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New Mexico Drug Court 
Certification Process

 Standards and Program Certification

 Purpose and process

 Overview and highlights

The Need for Certification

 Fidelity to the model

 6%-9% of programs cause more harm than 
good
– Out of 3000 programs nationwide, that’s 180-

270 programs that are actually harming their 
participants

 Not a “gotcha” operation
– Want to celebrate successes, while providing 

guidance to overcome shortfalls

Certification Criteria

 Mandatory – you must be doing this in 
order to qualify as a drug court program. 
Bottomline. Absolutely essential.
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Certification Criteria

 Mandatory – you must be doing this in 
order to qualify as a drug court program.

 Expected – you Really Really should be 
doing this in order to operate as an effective 
drug court program. The research is clear 
and substantial, and we Expect you to do 
this.
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Certification Criteria

 Mandatory – you must be doing this in 
order to qualify as a drug court program

 Expected – you really really should be 
doing this in order to operate as an effective 
drug court program

 Best Practice – you should implement this if 
possible in order to improve your outcomes

Certification Criteria

 Mandatory – you must be doing this in 
order to qualify as a drug court program

 Expected – you really really should be 
doing this in order to operate as an effective 
drug court program

 Best Practice – you should implement this if 
possible in order to improve your outcomes

 State Mandate – you must be doing this in 
order to qualify as a NM program
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Certification Criteria (con’t)

 Mandatory – Bottomline. 100% 
requirement.

 Expected – Really Really important, but not 
mandatory. 80% requirement.

 Best Practice – Aspirational. Highly 
recommended but not required.

 State Mandate– Procedure or 
documentation essential to be a NM drug 
court program. 100% requirement.

Certification Criteria (con’t)

 M for Mandatory – 100%
– State Mandate – 100%

 E for Expected – 80%

 BP for Best Practice – As many as possible
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Certification Review Process

 AOC review of self-assessment responses 
along with selected program documents
– 1 year completion goal

 3-year term, with onsites scheduled as 
needed

 Corrective action plans for those falling 
short

Questions?


